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Summary 


1[1 . (C)  Italy  supports  the  U.S.  "100  percent"  on  the  Iranian 
nuclear  issue,  including  referral  to  the  UN  Security  Council. 

MFA  officials  continue  to  stress  to  the  Iranians  the  need  to 
suspend  enrichment  activities  to  restore  the  confidence  of 
the  international  community.  While  unhappy  at  Italy's 
exclusion  from  the  January  30  "P5  2"  talks,  the  MFA  was 
clearly  pleased  with  the  January  30  discussion  between  U/S 
Burns  and  Italian  Political  Director  Giulio  Terzi  on  Iran. 

End  summary. 

Italians  Stay  Tough  on  Substance 


11_2 . (C)  PolOff  discussed  Ref  A demarche  with  MFA  Office 
Director  for  Nonproliferation  Filippo  Formica  and, 
separately,  MFA  Iran  Desk  Office  Stefano  De  Leo  on  February 
11.1 . Formica  stressed  that  Italy  is  with  us  "100  percent," 
including  on  UN  Security  Council  referral,  and  continues  to 
deliver  a tough  message  to  Iran.  According  to  Formica,  MFA 
Political  Director  Giulio  Terzi  clearly  told  the  Iranian 
Ambassador  in  Rome  January  20  that  Iran  must  suspend  its 
enrichment  activities,  including  for  research  purposes. 
Formica  said  he  had  delivered  similar  messages  to  senior 
Iranian  diplomats  in  Rome  and  Berlin,  stressing  Iran's  need 
to  restore  the  confidence  of  the  international  community. 
These  diplomatic  exchanges  are  in  addition  to  repeated  public 
criticisms  made  by  FM  Fini,  PM  Berlusconi,  and  other  GOI 
officials  (Ref  C). 

But  Still  Hung  Up  on  Format 


11_3 . (C)  Formica  said  PolDir  Terzi  told  U/S  Burns  during  their 
January  30  meeting  in  London  (a  "very  positive,  useful, 
extensive"  discussion)  that  Italy  must  be  consulted  on  the 
Iranian  nuclear  issue  because  of  the  important  issues  at 
stake.  Formica  and  De  Leo  both  argued  that  Italy's  important 
economic  relationship  with  Iran  means  it  can  play  a useful 
role  at  the  negotiating  table.  Italy  is  Iran's  top  trading 
partner  in  the  EU  and  is  dependent  on  Iranian  oil.  Formica 
added  that  the  issue  has  entered  a new,  delicate  stage  in 
which  Italy  needs  to  be  present.  We  expect  Terzi  will  raise 


this  issue  again  during  his  February  7 breakfast  with 
visiting  PDAS  for  European  Affairs  Kurt  Volker. 

Comment 


1[4 . (C)  Italy  is  still  bristling  over  its  exclusion  from  the 
January  30  "P5  2"  meeting  in  London  (Ref  B).  Nevertheless, 
Formica's  Burns-Terzi  read-out  suggests  that  the  meeting  may 
have  mollified  Italian  indignation  at  being  excluded  from  the 
London  meeting.  End  comment. 


SPOGLI 


